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cTo

His Highness Farzand-i-Khas-i-Daulat-i-Inglishia Maharaja
Sir Sayaji Rao Gaekwar Sena Khas Khel Shamsher Bahadur,
G.C.S.I., of Baroda.

My Honoured and Valued Friend,

There is no longer any doubt that seditious people are en-
deavouring to establish their evil doctrines and practices in the
Native States of India. At such a juncture I naturally turn to the
Ruling Princes of India to warn them, of the danger, and to
seek their counsel as to how we can best assist one another to
stamp out the common enemy. For the interests of the Ruling
Princes and the Paramount Power are the same. A new element
has been introduced into the country which not only aims at
the embarrassment of the British Administration, but works
openly or covertly against the constituted order of society. I
trust that Your Highness will agree with me that much good
may result from a full, frank, and friendly discussion between
us at this juncture on the question how best to keep sedition
out of Native States. I shall greatly value the opinion of Your
Highness and I shall be glad to know if I can in any way assist
you. It is far from my wish to interfere in the internal adminis-
tration of Native States, but it seems to me to be an occasion
for close consultation and a clear understanding of common
interests.

I desire to express the high consideration which I entertain
for Your Highness, and to subscribe myself,

Your Highness* sincere friend,

(Signed) Minto,

Viceroy and Governor-General of India.
Simla,
The 6th August 1909.*

To this letter the Maharaja replied on the i9th November.
He spoke of 'seditious people endeavouring to establish
their evil doctrines and practices in the Native States of
India',1 and summarized the Viceroy's letter as one

1 Selected Letters> vol. ii, No. 865, p. 642, dated 19.11.1909.